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His Blessed Touch 


By W. M. Czamanske 


EAR Saviour, draw Thou near to us; 
Touch Thou our eyes to see, 
Our ears to hear Thy loving voice, 
Our lips to honor Thee. 


Touch Thou our hands to work for Thee, 
Our feet to walk Thy way; 

But, best of all, touch Thou our hearts 
To love Thee day by day. 


Then shall we serve Thee as we ought, 
As branches in the Vine 

To bear the fruit that pleases Thee, 
And prove that we are Thine. 


“ 
lll. Times of Refreshing 


One of the wonderful aspects of 
prayer is the fact that, whatever may be 
the obstacles or distances between us and 
our friends or loved ones, we may reach 
them through the throne of grace. This 
is a swifter and more effective means of 
communication than air-mail, telegraph, 
or telephone, for it instantly reaches the 
ear of God and He has infinite power. 
Quotations on the value of prayer have 
been given here in the last two weeks 
from a most refreshing old book, “Prayer 
and Its Answer—Illustrated in the First 
Twenty-Five Years of the Fulton Street 
Prayer Meeting.” by S. Irenaeus Prime. 
This was a daily noon meeting, instituted 
in 1857, and it brought together in the 
midst of a busy city hearts that were 
burdened or filled with praise. One day 
a home missionary told this story: 
“Fifteen young men banded themselves 





together to form a club for gay and 
frivolous pleasures. Two of the number 
were employed in a large store. Some 
of their fellow clerks determined to pray 
for these two young men, and indeed for 
all of the fifteen. They met each night 
for some weeks to pray. One night, as 
the two were about to proceed to a ball, 
one said to the other: ‘We have had 
enough of this folly; let us give it up 
and become Christians.’ The other agreed 
and they had scarcely exchanged vows 
when the village church bell rang out a 
call to the week night prayer meeting. 
It seemed to these young men the voice 
of God. They attended the prayer meet- 
ing, asked those assembled to pray for 
them, sought sincerely after a saving 
knowledge of Christ, and were soon 
happy and devoted Christians. A 
gracious revival marked the history of 
the church, and twelve more of the 
fifteen members of the pleasure club 
were among the fruits. The remaining 
one moved away from the place and was 
lost sight of, but who shall say that he 
too may not have been brought to the 
Saviour. It matters not where prayer is 
offered. It is everywhere the same potent 
force, ‘moving the arm that moves the 
world.’” This shows how God com. 
pletely reversed the plans of a group of 
worldly young men, and out of what 


< 


seemed like an impossible situation 
brought great blessing to a church. It 
happened many years ago, but we have 
the same prayer-hearing and prayer- 
answering God, and there is nothing too 
hard for Him. Here is another testi- 
mony, that of a Sunday schoo] teacher: 
I asked your prayers for the salvation 
of my scholars in the Sunday school. 
There were eleven of them. Having pre- 
sented the request, I felt that I must pray 
more earnestly myself, and then I felt 
that I must be more earnest in my efforts 
with them. They were all old enough to 
be Christians, being young men, and so 
I took them one by one alone, and talked 
with them about their souls. I found 
that some of them were under convic- 
tion, and had been wishing for several 
weeks that I would speak to them. Three 
of my scholars are now rejoicing in 
Christ, and I trust others soon will be. 
I thank you for your prayers and would 
ask you to continue them.” “Thus so far 
from substituting prayer for effort,” con- 
cludes Dr. Prime, “we but prepare our- 
selves by prayer for heartier labor. 
Happy they who freely mingle prayer 
and toil till God responds to the one and 
rewards the other.” 


Based on “Prayer and Its Answer,” by S 
Irenaeus Prime, D.D. (Charles Scribner's 
Sons, New York, 1882, out of print) 


“ 


IV. The Life Glorious 


This is the fourth in a series of editorials on the Victorious Life by the 


Rev. E. L. Langston of Bournemouth, 


England, and continues the series 


from the issue of August 15. 


E ARE beginning to see the glo- 
rious possibility of an inspiring, 
new, and deep and wonderful 


experience of victory over the world, the 
flesh, and the Devil, and living before 
God and man the life victorious. I want 
now to take the subject further than 
we have already gone and to say how 
it is possible for the Lord to manifest 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“In my distress I cried unto the 
Lord, and he heard me” (Psa. 
120:1). 




















His presence and power within us mo- 
ment by moment, continuously, day after 
day. In John 17 our Lord was facing 
His darkest hour. He who knew no sin 
was about to be “made ... sin 
that we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in him” (2 Cor. 5:21); but 
before doing so, He got alone with the 
Father for a quiet talk and for inter- 
cession on behalf of His Church, and 
He prayed for you and for me that won- 
derful prayer of John 17, beginning with 
the petition: “Father, the hour is come; 
glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may 
glorify thee.” 

Hitherto the man Jesus Christ had 
lived a perfect life on this earth, faith- 
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ful to the commandments of God. He 
was never irritable, He never lost His 
temper, He had no fallen nature to tempt 
Him; wherever He went and whatever 
He did, He could say, “I do always those 
things that please him.” He is and was 
the only perfect man on this earth. But 
before becoming the great sin offering 
He prayed: “And now, O Father, glorify 
thou me with thine own self with the 
glory which I had with thee before the 
world was” (John 17:5). The divine 
manhood must now be unified manifestly 
with His glorious deity. Of course He 
was always God in human form, but He 
was not the manifestation of the fullness 
of His glory, for when He came to this 
earth as the babe in Bethlehem He-had 
emptied Himself of His glory and made 
Himself of no reputation (Phil. 2:7, 8): 
“But made himself of no reputation, and 
took upon him the form of a servant, 
and was made in the likeness of men: 
and being found in fashion as a man, 
he humbled himself, and became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the 
cross.” 

Before He came to the cross He was 
manifestly both God and man in human 
form, so that the man who died for us 
on the cross of Calvary was the God- 
man and the man-God, Jesus of Naz- 
areth, God in human form, manifest in 
the flesh, clothed with “the glory of 
God.” 

Then later on in the prayer (vs, 22-42) 
we read: “The glory which thou gavest 
me I have given them; that they may 
be one, even as we are one: I in them, 
and thou in me, that they may be made 
perfect in one; and that the world may 
know that thou hast sent me, and hast 
loved them, as thou hast loved me. 
Father, I will that they also, whom thou 
hast given me, be with me where I am; 
that they may behold my glory, which 
thou hast given me: for thou lovedst 
me before the foundation of the world.” 

This is a perfectly staggering state- 
ment; every Christian has been given 
nothing less than the glory of God in 
Christ. 

Now I want to ask you honestly, as I 
ask myself, is there in your life and 
character and conduct anything like the 
glory of God manifest in you? Have 
you received consciously, or in faith, 
this wondrous truth—the glory of God? 
To those who receive from the Lord this 
wonderful fact, remarkable things may 
happen. Our Lord said in John 7:37-39: 
“If any man thirst, let him come unto 
me, and drink. He that believeth on 
me, as the scripture hath said, out of 
his belly shall flow rivers of living 
water. (But this spake he of the Spirit, 
which they that believe on him should 
receive: for the Holy Ghost was not 
yet given; because that Jesus was not yet 
glorified.)” The Lord Jesus has made 
provision for you and for me, so that 
whatever we do and wherever we go, 
in every circumstance at home and at 
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work, we may display Himself in all His 
glory. Are we expecting Him to do this; 
are we counting on Him to do this; are 
we relying upon the Holy Spirit to mani- 
fest forth the glory of the Lord in all 
we do and say? Again may I reiterate, 
everything depends upon a definite spir- 
itua] transaction: who is to be Lord in 
your life—Christ or self? 

The men who have influenced the 
world, and turned the hearts and minds 
of the people Godward and Heavenward, 
have always had a great moment when 
they have said “No” to self and let God 
be the dominating personality and in- 
fluence in their lives. Let me give you 
some examples. In the early eighteenth 
century at Oxford University there was 
a small band of keen, young fellows who 
were destined literally to turn the Chris- 
tian world upside down. They were thor- 
oughly discontented with their spiritual 
lives and they formed themselves into 
a club, which was called “The Holy 
Club,” for prayer and study. Among 
those who gathered there regularly was 
a young scholar named George White- 
field, who, on the day of his ordination, 
wrote in his diary the following remark- 
able statement which illustrates my point 
and reveals what I want to get at, 
namely, the difference between being 
converted and being filled with all the 
fullness of God, life in abundance. 
George Whitefield wrote this in his 
diary: 

“When the Bishop laid his hands upon 
my head, if my evil heart doth not de- 
ceive me, I offered up my whole spirit, 
soul, and body to the service of God’s 
sanctuary. Let come what will, life or 
death; I shall henceforth live like one 
who this day, in the presence of men 
and angels, took the Holy Sacrament 
upon the profession of being inwardly 
moved by the Holy Ghost to take upon 
me that ministration in the church. I 
can call Heaven and earth to witness, 
that, when the Bishop laid his hand upon 
me, I gave myself up to be a martyr for 
Him who hung upon the cross for me. 
Known unto Him are all future events 
and contingencies. 

“I have thrown myself blindfolded 


and I trust without reserve, into His 
almighty hands.” 
What was the result? He had, it is 


true, natural gifts. He was a scholar, 
he had gifts of oratory and of eloquence; 
but he had more—that strange, myste- 
rious, spiritual power that awakened 
dead consciences, that quickened all who 
came into touch with him to see their 
need of God. At his very first sermon 


after ordination we are told that fifteen . 


men came under deep conviction of sin 
and were brought, there and then, into 
living touch with the Lord Jesus as their 
Saviour. He and the Wesleys, also mem- 
bers of that “Holy Club,” went through- 
out the length and breadth of the land 
and wherever they went the whole coun- 
try was moved with remarkable scenes 
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of revival and blessing. Literally, out 
of their innermost beings flowed “rivers 
of living water.” 

Now this experience is not for the 
favored few. We are not all called to 
be Whitefields and Wesleys. God does 
not want all of us to be “show pieces,” 
but we are all called to be channels, 
through whom the “rivers of living 
water” are to flow. 

Take another example—a frail woman, 

(Continued on page 742) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Facts About the 
American Bible Society 

A few years ago my mother and I 
took out a joint annuity with the 
American Bible Society. At that time 
we believed them to be sound and fun- 
damental, especially because we saw 
their ads in fundamental papers. Just 
recently, we have become much trou- 
bled about what we are hearing about 
them, 

Of course, we know we can’t with- 
draw the annuity, but just for our 
peace of mind, will you please tell us 
about them? We are disturbed because 
they are distributing the new trans- 
lation put out by the Modernists.— 
An Ohio reader. 

THe SunDAY ScHoot TIMeEs does not 
endorse for general use the Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible, because 
of its faulty translations of numerous 
passages, its confused use of pronouns 
referring to the Lord Jesus Christ in 
the New Testament, and the evident bias 
in numerous passages of its translators, 
who were almost all Liberals. The at- 
titude of the Times toward the R.S.V. 
Bible was set forth in two scholarly ar- 
ticles by Dr. G. Douglas Young and Dr. 
J. Oliver Buswell, Jr. (Oct. 25, Nov. 1, 
1952; reprinted in a pamphlet at 10 cents 
each, 50 cents for six, by The Sunday 
School Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5). For many years the Trmes 
has not been able to endorse fully some 
of the publicity material issued by the 
American Bible Society, which included 
articles or statements by those who could 
not be described as Fundamentalists, 
and who were either Liberals them- 
selves or closely associated with Liber- 
als. But THe SunpAay ScuHoot Times be- 
lieves that the American Bible Society 
continues to do a great and needed work 
in the world-wide distribution of the 
Scriptures in many languages. It is 
therefore glad to publish herewith the 
main portions of a recent letter from 
Dr. Frank H. Mann, general secretary, 
which was written in reply to the above 
inquiry. 

“The Society has always believed,” 
writes Dr. Mann, “that the churches and 
Christian people should determine what 
versions the Society should circulate in 


(Cont®ued on page 743) 
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The Virgin Birth 


A defense by a famous Christian doctor 





S A great fundamental doctrine of 
A the Christian faith in the apostles’ 

time and in the century follow- 
ing, incorporated in the traditions of the 
Church and proclaimed in her written 
documents, the virgin birth was never 
questioned by those who professed to 
believe the Scriptures. Justin Martyr 
in A.D. 140 declared that the virgin birth 
was the universal belief to be accepted 
by everyone calling himself a Christian. 
It is an integral part of all ancient docu- 
ments of the Gospels of Matthew and 
of Luke, as Harnack, leader of the higher 
critics, acknowledges, though at the same 
time, as one has said, he “naively sug- 
gests that some way be devised by which 
the passages referring to it can be legiti- 
mately omitted”! It is in the heart of 
the Apostles’ Creed, which reaches back 
into the first half of the second century, 
representing the faith of all early Chris- 
tians, and was only denied on a priori 
grounds by such philosophizing sects as 
the Ebionites, who denied the divinity 
of Christ, and the Docetists, who took 
the other extreme and denied Him a real 
humanity. His combined deity and hu- 
manity was the thrilling mystery of all 
the Old Testament, while Spirit-filled 
men in all ages, like Nathanael and 
Simeon, doubtless have known that in 
the Messiah God would in some way be 
clearly manifested in and through our 
humanity, although the manner of His 
coming remained a mystery. ... 


Luke, a True Scientist 

While but one clear New Testament 
statement was needed to reveal the fact 
of the virgin birth, our Father in His 
infinite mercy has vouchsafed us two 
complementary records as the ground of 
our perfect assurance in a matter so 
vital to faith. These accounts are those 
of the first chapters of Matthew and 
Luke, the former from the standpoint 
of Joseph, the husband, who gives the 
child his legal status and who names 
Him Jesus, Saviour; and the latter, 
clearly Mary’s account of the divine 
overshadowing and the implantation of 
the divine seed by the Holy Spirit. Read 
both and carry them ever in mind in 
studying the Scriptures, for an analysis 
detached from the synthesis of Scripture 
may but serve to mar the “sobriety, lofty 
purpose, and spiritual beauty of the nar- 
ratives,” and as Bishop Moule of Durham 
has further said, “No isolated references 
can properly represent a subject so 
deeply interwoven into the very texture 
of the Gospel.” 

Luke, the first Christian doctor, his 
calling being much in evidence in the 
medical terms he so often uses, was a 
true scientist, saturated with the spirit 


Dr. Kelly was one of the four founders 
of Johns Hopkins Medical School, 
Baltimore, and one of Aerica’s out- 
standing surgeons. Another well- 
known surgeon said of him, “His 
work in physics and radium makes 
him unquestionably the one to re- 
ceive credit for introducing radium 
to the medical profession.” A uni- 
versity professor of obstetrics and 
gynecology said of his textbooks, 
“It may well be said that they are 
among the best treatises of our time.” 
In 1925 The Sunday School Times 
published a series of articles by Dr. 
Kelly called “A Scientific Man and 
the Bible,” which was later issued 
as a book (now out of print). From 
that book the Times now reprints 
the chapter on “The Virgin Birth.” 








of his profession, careful and accurate 
as an investigator, and fully cognizant 
of the vital importance of the facts he 
was about to relate. He gives us, I be- 
lieve, in his first forty-two words in the 
Greek, eighty-two in the English, with- 
out the slightest observable effort, the 
largest quantum of certainty and assur- 
ance ever expressed in equal compass 
in any language. Let us pause for a 
moment that we may receive a deeper 
impression, as Luke proceeds—to set 
forth in order a narrative—of things most 
surely believed among us—delivered 
over unto us—by eyewitnesses—from the 
beginning-—ministers or servants of the 
Word—It seemed good to me, too, hav- 
ing hada perfect understanding—of all 
things—from the very first—to write 
unto thee in order—most excellent The- 
ophilus (loved of God, and so we all 
are also Theophilites—compare John 3: 
16). 

Where, I submit, in the world can one 
find more simply and naturally stated a 
greater and more justifiable assurance, 
as well as more competent testimony, in 
a matter exceeding all other earthly in- 
terests in importance? Then, fearless as 
a scientist should ever be, Luke does 
not hesitate to begin his record with 
two well-ascertained miraculous events, 
namely, the manner of the birth of the 
Messiah, the Son of David, and that of 
His servant, John the Baptist. It is sig- 
nificant to note the appropriateness of 
these declarations in that Matthew and 
Luke alone deal with our Lord’s child- 
hood, while Mark and John have nothing 
on this head as it is apart from their 
purposes in writing. 

The logical course for those who re- 
ject these clear and positive declarations, 
integral parts of the Gospels af Matthew 
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By HOWARD A. KELLY, M.D. 


and Luke, is to join those old Docetists 
referred to above who rejected our 
Lord’s human nature. To do this, one 
must obliterate from memory the un- 
impeachable evidences to the contrary 
of the apostle and the physician, and 
then perhaps strive to erect a doctrine 
on the first verse of Mark, where Jesus 
is declared to be the “Christ, the Son 
of God.” Or there remains the alterna- 
tive of the Ebionites, and of the Soci- 
nians, who over fourteen hundred years 
later denied the divine nature. Names 
may change, but the weapons of the 
enemy are ever the old ones used cen- 
turies ago. Satan goes about like a roar- 
ing lion and is diligent, but he is not 
very resourceful, being for the most part 
only a poor old imitator; the trouble is 
that we are more easily entrapped than 
a silly fowl, for “surely in vain the net 
is spread in the sight of any bird.” 


Arrows of Conviction 

The Bible being a living book, its right 
use soon genders conviction, and so as I 
read, unsophisticated and as a child, 
these lofty and spiritually beautiful nar- 
ratives drive arrows of conviction deep 
into my heart, first arousing wonder, 
then adoration and absolute faith; and 
then follow the varied fruits of the life, 
while henceforth the truths vouchsafed 
by the Spirit of God are discerned by 
direct vision as one beholds the sweet 
light of the sun. If we have absorbed 
this great truth already in childhood, it 
is confirmed daily as one grows contin- 
ually better acquainted with the Scrip- 
tures. The virgin birth is the great key 
to the Bible storehouse. If I reject the 
virgin birth, the New Testament be- 
comes a dead, man-made letter, recount- 
ing the well-intentioned imaginings of 
honest but misguided men. Those who 
continue to carp at the supposed “reti- 
cence” of Mark and John to dwell ex- 
plicitly upon the virgin birth must take 
it upon themselves to determine for God 
our Father how many times He must 
repeat a matter before they will admit 
it; forsooth a dangerous role for a ho- 
munculus flashing out of the night of 
eternity upon the earth for a few sec- 
onds, only to vanish like a wraith of 
the morning mist. 

But I do positively affirm that Mark 
and John and Paul, while not entering 
unnecessarily into the particular cir- 
cumstances, are yet so replete with this 
blessed doctrine of the virgin birth that 
I am astonished that this fact is not more 
regularly recognized and insisted upon. 
In Mark He is called both Son of God 
and Son of man, while the Father’s voice 
testifies. from Heaven at His baptism, 
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
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well pleased.” Even the affrighted un- 
clean spirits bear testimony that He is 
the Holy One of God, and the Son of 
God, while all knew that He was the 
son of Mary living among them. Let 
then the burden of the proof rest on 
him who objects, and let him explain 
how in any other than the simple plain 
Biblical way Jesus could have been 
both Son of God and Son of man. 

John in the Gospel, in his First Epis- 
tle, and in Revelation, is undeniably 
clear as to Jesus’ eternal existence and 
His deity; repeatedly we hear Jesus in 
John’s Gospel use the “I am,” the Old 
Testament name of God. John knew 
Mary, Jesus’ earthly mother, from the 
first, and to his care she was entrusted 
at the cross, and yet John avers that he 
wrote his Gospel “that ye might believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; 
and that believing ye might have life 
through his name.” Again let me repeat 
it, John knew well that Mary was Jesus’ 
mother, and he it is who also reveals to 
us “that eternal life, which was with 
the Father, and was manifested unto us.” 
It is he, too, who in this First Epistle 
Says warningly, “He is antichrist, that 
denieth the Father and the Son.” Let 
all who are inclined to be skeptical as 
to the virgin birth give heed to this 
Epistle written in large measure to pre- 
pare men for, and to combat, this latter- 
day deadly heresy of denying the Christ 
His heavenly birthright. 

And if Paul was not aware of the vir- 
gin birth, how otherwise shall we ex- 
plain his statement in the second chapter 
of Philippians that, being in the form 
of God, Christ laid aside the insignia of 
His divine majesty and assumed the form 
of a servant and was made in the like- 
ness of men (as born of the virgin 
Mary) and even died upon the cross for 
us sinners whom He had come to save? 
So saturated are Paul and John with 
this great, underlying, vivifying truth of 
His deity that one might more easily 
maintain from their writings that, while 
Christ was indeed God, He probably 
was not man at all! 

He who violently wrenches the nar- 
ratives of the virgin birth from the New 
Testament in order to be consistent must 
also uniformly expunge all other mir- 
acles and with them the atoning death, 
the resurrection, the ascension, and the 
present mediatorial office of our Lord, 
as well as the presence here on earth 
today of His vicegerent, the Holy Spirit, 
whose personality and blessed office then 
dwindle to an indefinable “influence.” 
The virgin birth is gratefully confessed 
today, now some nineteen centuries 
after the event, by the Greek church, by 
all Catholics, and by all the evafgelical 
churches of the world. In the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, where the daily serv- 
ices are fully used, this confession is 


repeated over a thousand times every 
year, calculates Father Hughson. 


, 
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Rob Christ of His deity, and every true 
Christian will at once cry out of a break- 
ing heart, “They have taken away my 
Lord, and I know not where they have 
laid him,” and never again will one be 
moved by God’s Spirit to exclaim, “My 
Lord and my God.” 

A mere assent to the doctrine of a 
virgin birth as an article contained in a 
familiar and time-honored creed means 
but little to him who repeats it. What, 
then, ought such a faith mean to the 
Church and to the individual? To give 
it up would mean, I think, just such a 
terrible wrench as one would experience 
when he learned that the mother-care 
and love which had enshrined His life 
was after all but that of a foster parent. 
Who can describe the revulsion of feel- 
ing experienced by one from whose heart 
was snatched this precious light, this 
revealing key to the Scriptures? The 
denial of the virgin birth robs Christ 
of the glory He shares with the Father 
(Heb. 1 and 2). To rob Christ of His 
humanity is to place God again at an 
infinite distance from sinners. If this 
is not true, then there can never be a 


IV. Mountain Views 
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reconciliation of all creation to God and 
a final undoing of all sin. Then, I have 
lost my elder brother, my Kinsman- 
Redeemer. Nor is there any longer a 
God-given representative head of our 
race, who has bound the strong man and 
destroyed his works; there is no apostle 
and great high priest at the throne of 
God. If Christ is not God, then worship 
is denied Him, and I have no Saviour 
to talk to in prayer. And, the cross, 
that age-long symbol] of the passion of 
God for a lost world, loses its meaning. 

But enough of these negations, for the 
virgin birth is a fact fully established 
by competent testimony and abundant 
collateral evidences, believed by men all 
through the ages as a necessary factor in 
their salvation secured by an ever-liv- 
ing, ever-acting Saviour, viewed with 
wonder by angels in Heaven and ac- 
knowledged by the Father. To deny the 
virgin birth because of its miraculous 
nature is to deny the validity of all 
Scripture, which is but a continuous 
series of revelations of the mind and acts 
of God, and as such is miraculous 
throughout, 


Experiences of a climber 


By FRANK E. GAEBELEIN, Litt.D. 


This is the final article on mountain climbing by Dr. Gaebelein. 


OT the least among the rewards of 
climbing is a memory stored with 
pictures that those remaining in the 
valleys never see. Surely one of the 
results of an active love for mountains 
is the enrichment of what Augustine in 




















Dr. Gaebelein on Summit of Pico de Orizaba, 
Mexico, 18,700 feet high 


his “Confessions” called “the fields and 
spacious palaces” of memory. To the 
lover of the high places of God’s crea- 
tion, there is continuing joy in the re- 
membrance of beauty experienced in 
personal encounter with the hills. A 
mountain climbed, especially if the as- 
cent has taxed strength and skill, is a 
mountain that has become personalized 
for the climber. Memories of its indi- 
viduality and structure,! recollections of 
storm and sunshine, views awesome and 
friendly, heartwarming remembrance of 
goodly fellowship in tent, at the camp- 
fire, and on the rope—these become part 
of the mental furnishing of those who 
find recreation in the mountains. Who- 
ever comes to climbing with receptive 
heart and seeing eye will find much that, 
being true and pure, lovely and of good 
report, belongs in the charter of Chris- 
tian thought set forth in the last chapter 
of Philippians. 

Let me share a few vignettes from my 
gallery of remembrance. The locale of 
the first is Mt. Orizaba, the great vol- 
cano on the border of the states of Puebla 
and Vera Cruz, rising to 18,696 feet—the 
loftiest summit in Mexico. Called by the 
Aztecs “Citlaltepetl,” meaning “Star 
Mountain,” it reflects the first glint of 
dawn and holds the rosy alpenglow 
when all else is dark. To stand on its 

1 What climber is there who cannot call to 
mind “certain overhangs, faces, and chimneys 
with which he has come to grips? 
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graceful summit more than three and 
one-half miles above sea level, the third 
highest point in North America, brought 
deep satisfaction. But the picture now 
before me is of the bivouac before the 
ascent. As my friend Alfred Jackson 2 
and I sat before the campfire at timber 
line, we pointed to the star-decked sky 
and said to the native Indian guides, 
whose English was, if anything, less 
than our fragmentary Spanish, “God is 
great.” Instantly there was a response, 
as the Indians uncovered their heads 
and looked devoutly up. We spoke of 
the “divina Salvador,” and tried to in- 
dicate our faith in Him and His Word. 
A while later I lay in my sleeping bag, 
looking up through the thin, cold air at 
stars that seemed as close as incandes- 
cent lights in a vaulted ceiling. At 
14,000 feet, sleep was difficult, but the 
splendor overhead made insomnia a 
triviality. Just to lie there, gazing at 
the magnificence of the firma- 
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My guide was Lionel Terray, one of the 
French expedition whose conquest of 
Annapurna presaged the fall of Everest 
and Nanga Parbat. Plodding knee-deep 
in snow up the Nantillons Glacier was 
hard work. At the base of the great 
rock wall, we put on the rope. Moving 
together when difficulties were less pro- 
nounced, and singly when pitches were 
hard, we mounted to the famous Bur- 
gener Chimney, badly iced and very 
severe this late in the season. 

Then came the glorious summit ridge, 
a series of thin spires over which the 
climber moves with balanced care on 
tiny but solid holds. Thousands of feet 
below is the broad ribbon of the Mer- 
de-Glace; on the other side is the white 
cascade of the Nantillon Glacier. So 
sheer are the pinnacles that the climber 
comes down the last one en rappel.4 
This kind of climbing is absorbing. 
Everything is forgotten except the next 
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warmth of the little fire. The tiny crea- 
ture, which crept unafraid from the 
glacial debris to enjoy the little blaze, 
warms my heart with a feeling of the 
marvel of the life God has conferred on 
humble insects as well as on those who 
bear His image. We watch our small 
companion quietly; to molest him would 
be a profanation. It is thirteen years 
since that stray grasshopper joined our 
fireside, yet the picture of his tiny 
equine face watching the flame has not 
faded. 

Lest reminiscence become wearisome, 
these recollections must end. Some who 
have followed them may either climb 
or have ambitions to climb. Mountain- 
eering is a noble recreation, though only 
a recreation. As the first of the nine 
articles of the Climber’s Code formu- 
lated by the American Alpine Club de- 
clares: “No climb is worth the delib- 
erate risk of life, nor should it be judged 
successful if anyone is fool- 
hardy. A judicious retreat is 





ment gave blessed clarity of 
thought, as I meditated upon 
God’s infinite goodness through- 
out the years and prayed for 
loved ones, friends, and work. 

Quite different is the mem- 
ory of the upper part of the 
East Ridge of the Grand Teton 
in Wyoming. This ridge is one 
of the great American ascents 

~—a long climb, alternating be- 
tween difficult rock and precipi- 
tous snow. We were on steep 
slabs below the final snowfield, 
when we heard thunder. Black 
clouds sped past. Exposed rocks 
at about 13,000 feet are no place 
to be in an electric storm, but 
the East Ridge of the Grand 
Teton is not to be descended 
with impunity. The only retreat 
was to advance. We kept on. 
The storm, though bringing 
some hail, did not come near 
enough to launch lightning at 
us, and soon swept past. 

Sometimes God puts us in places of 
severe testing. We want to turn back, 
but, as we plan retreat, we see no way 
down to the valley of placid living. The 
only way is up. And, lo, as the storm 
is weathered, God brings us out into 
the sunlight of His favor. 

From Wyoming to the French Alps is 
nearly six thousand miles, yet memory 
knows no distance. So the scene in my 
hall of recollection changes to the Grand 
Charmoz, one of the aiguilles 3 that point 
to the dome of Mont Blanc like the spires 
surrounding a great cathedral. Arriving 
in Chamonix late last September, I made 
what was probably the last ascent of 
the Charmoz before the snows set in. 








2Mr. Jackson, a lawyer in Williamsport, 
Pa., is a director of the Christian Business 
Men’s International Committee and a grad- 
uate of Stony Brook School 

%From the French word for “needles,” used 
of slender rock peaks. 









Mt. Orizaba (Pico de Orizaba), Mexico 


hand or foothold and the glorious out- 
look when one pauses to rest. For all 
but the most expert amateur, such climbs 
are to be attempted only with a pro- 
fessional guide. Once the guide is 
chosen, there must be complete commit- 
tal to his skill and judgment. 

Among the charms of climbing is vari- 
ety. Thus memory turns from France 
to our Pacific Northwest. I see a small 
fire on one of the high moraines of Mt. 
St. Helens, a queenly peak as perfect 
as Fujiyama. It is early morning and 
very cold. My fellow climber has lit 
some small sticks of pressed fiber, car- 
ried in his pack for such a time as this. 
We take off our gloves and warm our 
numbed hands while dawn streaks the 
sky. 

There sits a grasshopper, sharing the 

* Descending the rope, feet to the wall with 
the rope passed between the legs and over 
the shoulder. Called also “roping down.” 


oki more admirable than a danger- 
ous victory. Be sure that you 
can get up and down.” Yes, 
mountains are dangerous; so is 
driving an automobile on 
crowded highways, or crossing 
city streets. But dangerous 
things can be done with caution 
and safety. 





A second cardinal rule is that 
of companionship. “The es- 
sence of safe climbing,” says 
the code, “is companionship and 
co-operation, not competition. 
Never climb solo.” Other rules 
concern judgment, margin of 
safety, equipment, leadership, 
technics for rock, snow, ice, 
and rope 

From this Climber’s Code let 
us choose for our final thought 
that of companionship. It is 
possible to climb alone, though 
those who do it multiply dan- 
gers; a sprained ankle or broken 
leg in a remote place may spell disaster 
if one is by himself. It is possible also 
to go through life alone, though no man 
by his own effort ever reaches Heaven 
Our humanity has its lonely aspect: as 
Matthew Arnold once said, “We are 
islands.” Each of us has thoughts and 
feelings not quite the same as any other 
human being; our hearts crave under- 
standing. God has answered that crav- 
ing. Among all the Scripture names of 
Christ, none is more precious to the be- 
lieving heart than the single word, “Im- 
manuel”’—“God with us.” No Christian 
is an “island,” for no Christian walks 
through life alone. 

Not every mountain ascent is com- 
pleted; the records of all experienced 
climbers contain “misses,” when, for 
safety’s sake, the leader has wisely stop- 
ped short of the summit. Neither does 
every endeavor in Christian living come 


(Continued on page 742) 
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LESSON 11. SEPTEMBER 13. COURAGE FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 
2 Timothy 1:3-14; 2:1-15; printed text, 1:3-14 


Golden Text.—God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.—2 Tim. 1:7 


THE KinG JAMES VERSION 
2 Tim. 1:3 I thank God, whom I serve from my forefathers 
with pure conscience, that without ceasing I have remem- 
brance of thee in my prayers night and day; 


4 Greatly desiring to see thee, being mindful of thy tears, 


that I may be filled with joy; 


5 When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is 
in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy 
mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also. 

6 Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up 
the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my 


hands. 


7 For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, 


and of love, and of a sound mind. 


8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our 
but be thou partaker of the 


afflictions of the gospel according to the power of God: 
9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, 


Lord, nor of me his prisoner: 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

F YOU were called upon to counsel 
T: young minister who was under- 

taking a stupendous task in the face 
of great odds, what would you say to 
him? The appropriateness and the value 
of your advice would depend on many 
factors: your personal experience in the 
work, your acquaintance with the par- 
ticular situation involved, and your 
knowledge of the young man himself. 

In all three of these respects, Paul was 
well qualified to advise Timothy. No 
one could have had wider experience of 
the ministry in all its aspects than Paul 
—apostle, evangelist, prophet, church- 
man, teacher. He had known its joys 
and its sorrows, its triumphs and its 
trials, its glory and its shame. He knew 
the difficulties which Timothy was fac- 
ing—heresies, factions, persecutions, men 
of evil disposition, and such like. And 
he knew Timothy, a young man rugged 
enough to stand up to the rigors of Paul- 
ine journeys, but who had not yet stood 
alone, as he would have to do when the 
apostle went to be with Christ. 

Were there weaknesses in Timothy’s 
disposition which might prove to be 
serious drawbacks to his effectiveness 
when his strong superior was with- 
drawn? Some believe they see traces of 
such in Paul’s earnest exhortations. They 
suggest that Timothy was timid, vacil- 
lating, and unsteady. It may be so. On 
the other hand, they may be reading too 
much into the text. Timothy was no 


weakling, or he would have gone the way 
of John Mark (Acts 13:13; 15:38). 


That 


world began, 


not according to our works, but according to his own purpose 
and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the 


10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Sav- 


iour Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought 


life and immortality to light through the gospel: 

11 Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, 
and a teacher of the Gentiles. 

12 For the which cause I also suffer these things: 
theless I am not ashamed: 
and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have 
committed unto him against that day. 

13 Hold fast the form of sound words, 
heard of me, in faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 


never- 
for I know whom I have believed, 


which thou hast 


14 That good thing which was committed unto thee keep by 
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he was not exempt from the common 
weaknesses of our humanity we shall not 
deny, and Paul, knowing the demands 
that would be made on him, gave him 
the benefit of his own long experience 
in words of counsel and command which 
have become standard for all ministers, 
and for all who would serve Christ. 

It will do us little good to read this 
Epistle in an attempt to decipher Tim- 
othy’s faults. It will do us much good 
to allow it to discover our own failures, 
and to point the way of victory for our- 
selves. 


Verse by Verse 

2 Tim. 1:3—“God, whom I serve from 
my forefathers ...I have remembrance 
of thee in my prayers night and day.” 
Paul acknowledges his godly heritage, 
generations who had served God while 
still “under the law.” Paul’s burden for 
the spiritual welfare of Timothy was that 
of a true father (v. 2). 


Verse 4.—“Greatly desiring to see thee, 
... thy tears, that I may be filled with 
joy.” Notice the very tender bond of 
love between the seasoned apostle and 
the young minister. See chapter 4:9, 21. 


Verse 5.—“. .. the unfeigned faith that 
is in thee ... first in thy grandmother 
Lois, and thy mother Eunice.” Whether 
Paul is referring here to the Christian 
faith, or to such Jewish piety as is re- 
ferred to in verse 3, is uncertain. In 
either case, these godly women had 
trained young Timothy in the Old Testa- 
ment faith, and then encouraged him in 
New Testament faith, without the sup- 
port of the men of the family. See Acts 
16:1. 


Verse 6.—“Stir up the gift of God, 





the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us. 
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which is in thee by the putting on of my 
hands.” Compare 1 Timothy 4:14. The 
occasion referred to is doubtless the 
same. The putting on of the apostle’s 
hands was the mediating cause of the 
endowment (dia, “by” or “through”), 
while the laying on of the hands of the 
presbytery was a symbolic accompani- 
ment (meta, “with"). God’s gifts, like 
natural gifts, call for exercise. 


Verse 7.—“... not ... the spirit of fear; 
but of power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind.” Along with the “gift,” God 
grants the enabling of the Holy Spirit, 
so there need be no timidity in utilizing 
the gift for godly ends. Notice the marks 
of the Holy Spirit in the life—power, 
love, self-control, 


Verse 8.—“. .. not... 
testimony ... nor of me... partaker of 
the afflictions of the gospel.” The testi- 
mony is that which Christ declared con- 
cerning Himself, and which is delivered 
to us as His witnesses. It includes the 
message of the Cross, of which some are 
ashamed. If we are not ashamed of the 
testimony, we shall not be ashamed of 
the witnesses in their day of suffering, 
but we shall share their suffering. 


Verse 9.—“Who hath saved us... an 
holy calling ... grace ...in Christ Jesus 
before the world began.” Here Paul 
traces salvation to its source. Our per- 
sonal salvation is the result of an effec- 
tual calling, which again goes back to 
the eternal purpose of God. The grace 
by which we are saved was, therefore, 
bestowed upon us “before times eternal” 
—before the reckoning of ages. 


. ashamed of the 


Verse 10.—“But is now made manifest 
abolished death, and hath brought 
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life and immortality to light.” The In- 
carnation brought forth to view the grace 
hidden from “times eternal.” Then 
Christ by death destroyed death and by 
His resurrection assured immortality for 
all who believe. This is the glad message 
of the Gospel. Death has lost its sting 
and dread. 

Verse 11.—“Whereunto I am appointed 
a preacher, and an apostle, and a teacher.” 
See Paul’s threefold office, as heraid, 
legate, and teacher. The best manu- 
scripts omit “of the Gentiles” here. 

Verse 12.—“I also suffer . . . neverthe- 
less I am not ashamed: for I know whom 
I have believed ... able to keep that 
which I have committed unto him.” 
Paul's suffering for the Gospel does not 
make him lose hope. He may have to 
lay down his trust (see Topics for Devel- 
opment), but God will see matters 
through. “Have believed” and “am per- 
suaded” are perfect tenses in the Greek, 
indicating an established belief and a 
settled conviction. 

Verse 13.—“Hold fast the form of sound 
words ... in faith and love.” Orthodox 
doctrine in orthodox language is impor- 
tant, but it must be more than formal. 
It must be accompanied by vital faith 
and a spirit of love. 

Verse 14.—“That good thing .. . keep 
by the Holy Ghost.” The phrase “that 

. thing which was committed unto 
thee” is the same as “that which I have 
committed unto him” in verse 12, except 
for the pronoun. It signifies “a deposit,” 
something given in trust. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Ever since Paul had laid his hands 
with the hands of the presbytery (2 Tim. 
1:6; 1 Tim. 4:14), on young Timothy, set- 
ting him apart to the work of the min- 
istry, there had been a sacred and tender 
bond of love between the great apostle 
and his “dearly beloved son” in the faith. 
As he grew in maturity and experi- 
ence, Timothy had had more and more 
responsibility laid upon him; but always 
he had been able to count on the wise 
directions, the discreet counsels, and the 
strong support of his mighty superior. 

The end of this partnership was near- 
ing. Paul was facing martyrdom (2 Tim. 
4:6-8), and Timothy would have to 
assume still greater responsibilities with- 
out the help of the great apostle. Paul 
feels keenly for the younger man. Know- 
ing his weaknesses and his strength, he 
writes this Letter which breathes both 
the apostle’s confidence in and solicita- 
tion for the young warrior. 

Our portion, like the rest of the Epistle, 
is full of earnest counsel. Its exhorta- 
tions could be expressed in three 
phrases: be energetic, be exultant, be 
established. 

Be energetic (vs. 6, 7). Timothy was 
specially endowed by the Holy Spirit for 
the work of the ministry, but that en- 
dowment had to be exercised and prac- 
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Last Week’s Lesson ¢ 
10. September 6.—The Christian’s Use 
of Possessions. Luke 12:16-23; 1 
Timothy 6:1-19 


Next Week's Lesson 


12. September 20.—Counsel for Chris- 
tians. 2 Corinthians 7:6, 7; 8:23a; 
Titus 1:1, 4; 2:1 to 3:14 








ticed with all diligence and care if it 
were to be developed to the point of 
complete usefulness. There must be no 
hesitancy due to fear, an attitude foreign 
to the Holy Spirit; but a holy boldness 
in keeping with the power, and love, and 
discipline which are induced by the in- 
dwelling Spirit. 

Be exultant (vs, 8-12). There must be 
no crestfallen attitude with regard to the 
Gospel. even if its chief representative 
was a prisoner in Rome. There is no dis- 
grace in going to jail for a good cause. 
Paul’s imprisonment, therefore, was not 
to make Timothy ashamed. The Gospel 
is never more glorious than against a 
background of opposition. So often we 
get our eyes on the opposition, and lose 
sight of the glory. Who would be 
ashamed of “an holy calling,” or the 
eternal purpose of God, the “grace... 
given us in Christ Jesus before the world 
began,” of “the appearing of our Saviour 
Jesus Christ,” or His vast accomplish- 
ment in abolishing death and bringing 
forth “life and immortality”? In face of 
these we can be exultant, no matter how 
the world may treat us.. Paul himself 
did not allow his suffering to make him 
ashamed, as if the cause were lost. He 
knew that God, who had committed the 
Gospel to his trust, would carry the cause 
through to ultimate triumph. 


Be established (vs. 13, 14). In the 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

HERE was Paul when he wrote his 
Second Letter to Timothy? 

2. What were Paul’s prospects when he 
wrote his Second Letter to Timothy? 

3. Who was with Paul when he wrote 
this Letter? 

4. What did Paul ask Timothy to bring 
him? 

5. Whom did Paul 
bring to him? 

6. What kind of religious heritage did 
Paul have? 

7. What was the name of Timothy’s 
(1) mother, (2) grandmother? 

8. What does Paul mean by “the gift 
of God” in verse 6? 

9. To what event is Paul referring 
when he speaks in verse 10 of “the ap- 
pearing of our Saviour Jesus Christ”? 

10. What was “that good thing” which 
was committed to Timothy? 

(Answers on page 741) 


ask Timothy to 
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Christian warfare there is no place for 
one who is always changing his tune. 
The Christian minister is not expressing 
opinions but heralding a Gospel, and he 
must stand fast in his doctrine, express- 
ang it in terms that will carry convic- 
tion of the truth. A sacred trust is com- 
mitted to us, as to Timothy, and we must 
hold it inviolate in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. What greater tragedy can come 
to a preacher, or teacher, than to be 
robbed of his Gospel, and have substi- 
tuted for it some system of religious 
ethics, or some emasculated generalities 
of doctrine? He is like a sentry who has 
surrendered his post to the enemy. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. A heritage to be thankful for (2 Tim. 
1:3-5). 

2. A gift to be developed (vs. 6, 7). 

3. A message to be proud of (vs, 8-12). 

4. A trust to guard (vs. 13, 14). 


Topics for Development 

A Sacred Trust. There are two ways 
in which verse 12 has been regarded. 
The King James Version expresses what 
is quite generally taken to be the mean- 
ing, namely, that Paul had committed his 
soul to God’s care, and was confident 
that God would not mock his trust, but 
‘would preserve him in view of the day 
when he would be presented “faultless 
before the presence of His glory with 
exceeding joy” (Jude 24). This inter- 
pretation has given consolation to count- 
less thousands, and may be the correct 
one. However, the other suggestion is 
not to be disregarded, and indeed is more 
in keeping with the context. 

Paul is here dealing with “the testi- 
mony of our Lord,” of which he urges 
Timothy not to be ashamed (v. 8). It is 
for this very testimony, “the gospel” (v. 
10), that Paul was suffering, and for 
which he expected soon to die. But in 
line with his exhortation to Timothy, he 
declared, “I am not ashamed.” Why was 
he not ashamed? Because he knew that 
his death was not the end. “I know Him 
in whom I have come to place steadfast 
confidence, and have arrived at an en- 
during conviction that he is able to guard 
my deposit until the day of consumma- 
tion.” “My deposit”—that is the literal 
sense of what the King James Version 
translates “that which I have committed 
unto him.” Grammatically it could as 
well mean, “that which He has commit- 
ted unto me.” The Gospel had been 
committed in trust to Paul, and he was 
fully confident that his death would not 
see the testimony crumble. It was God's 
affair, and God might bury His workers, 
but would carry on His work. So Paul 
was not ashamed of what seemed like 
an eclipse. He gloried in the fact that 
he had been entrusted with this sacred 
“deposit” for a season, and he looked 
forward to “that day” when the triumph 
of Christ would appear to all the 
universe. 

This same “deposit” was now being 
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committed to Timothy (v. 14), and Paul 
exhorts him to guard it inviolate against 
all who would attempt to emasculate it, 
or vitiate it with false teachings. 


Personal Applications 

Don’t be false to a godly heritage. It 
is more precious than gold (vs, 3-5). 

Don’t be ashamed of the servants of 
God in the day of their humiliation, but 
be willing to share their afflictions (v. 8). 

Don’t tamper with the Gospel, but 
guard its purity, with your very life if 
necessary (vs. 13, 14). 

Don't be negligent of diligent prepara- 
tion because you have a “gift.” An un- 
disciplined gift will kill usefulness rather 
than promote it (v. 6). 


Golden Text 

2 Tim. 1:7.—“God hath not given us the 
spirit of fear; but... of a sound mind.” 
Cowardice and panic are no part of the 
work of the Holy Spirit, but rather He 
induces poise and self-control and dis- 
cipline in face of any situation. This is 
a good test of the measure in which He 
has control of your life. 

ELMuHuRST, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGGEsTED HyMNs 
“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!” 
“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” 
“True-Hearted, Whole-Hearted” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Holy, 
Heavenly Father, we praise Thee for Thy 
loving care that has brought us in health 
to Thy day and to Thy house once more. 
Wherever Thy Word is taught let this 
be a day of notable blessing, and may 
Thy truth speak with power here to each 
heart. Help us to live each day with the 
courage born of faith, and the love that 
comes from knowing the Lord Jesus as 
our Saviour. May love and peace reign 
in our homes. May the sick and dis- 
tressed find Thy help. May Thy mes- 
sengers go to every people yet unreached 
with the Gospel. and may the day of our 
Lord’s Kingdom of glory soon come. 
From every sin pardon and cleanse us, 
and make our lives useful in Thy service, 
for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Not “the spirit of 
fear; but of power, and of love, and of a 
sound mind” is the spirit God gives His 
children. So Paul writes in our lesson, 
and experience proves it is true. 

Years ago when missionaries could go 
to China, a missionary family arrived in 
Nanking and moved into an old house 
there. In the family were two children. 
a boy of six and a girl of four. The first 
night they were put to bed in a room 
with trunks and bundles piled around 
them. As it grew dark their new sur- 
roundings seemed eerie. Outside were 
strange noises, inside were the strange 
shapes of the piles of baggage. Some- 
how, to the boy’s imagination, the 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





shadows and noises suggested the idea of 
lions. Growing frightened, he timidly 
asked his little sister, “What about the 
lions?” And little Miss Four-Year-Old 
calmly replied, “What about God?” That 
fine answer drove away the spirit of 
fear, and they were soon sound asleep. 
Always, if we put God and His care 


over against the danger and troubles of 
Waar GOD IS FOR US 
HAT CAN HARM ? 


we shall find our hearts quieted, 
and our courage will return. When we 
are right with the Lord, we can take 
everything to God in prayer, sure of His 
presence and sure that He will always 
do exactly the right thing for us. 

CALGARY, ALTA., CAN. 

ww 

Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“I thank God, whom I serve .. . with 
pure conscience ...” (2 Tim. 1:3).—The 
apostle is not forgetting that he was 


formerly “a blasphemer, and a persecutor, 
and injurious,” when he says he served 
God from his forefathers “with pure 
conscience.” 

Referring to his life before conver- 
sion, he says, “You have heard of my 
early career in Judaism—how I furiously 
persecuted the Church of God, and made 
havoc of it; and how in devotion to 
Judaism I outstripped many men of my 
own age among my people, being far 
more zealous than they on behalf of the 


traditions of my forefathers” (Gal. 1:13, 
14, Weymouth). 

His conscience did not trouble him 
while carrying on in this manner. He 
thought he was doing God service. He 


regarded Jesus of Nazareth as an im- 
postor, and His followers as heretics— 
and therefore felt justified in zealously 
ill-treating them. 

It is amazing what a zealot for human 
tradition can do with a pure conscience. 
In THe Sunpay Scuoot Times, June 20, 
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“2 KNOW whom | have believed, and am 
persuaded that he is able to keep that 
which | have committed unto him against <é 
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1953, is an article entitled “Assassins in 
the Name of God.” It is the second install- 
ment of an editorial review by Ernest Gor- 
don of “Assassins au Nom de Dieu,” by 
M. Hervé Lauriére. We quote: “M. 
Lauriére, from his ‘enormous file,’ makes 
selections. Anté Klaritch, Franciscan 
monk, said in a sermon, July, 1941: ‘You 
are old women and ought to don petti- 
coats since you have not killed a single 
Serb. If you haven't firearms, use 
hatchets, sickles, anything. When you 
meet a Serb, cut his throat.’ ... In 
these massacres of today a half million 
Serbs perished.” 

Writing in the Everlasting Nation, 
June, 1953, the editor, Jacob Gartenhaus, 
says: “But, as is to be expected, just 
when the Holy Spirit is beginning to 
do a mighty work among @srael, Satan 
is trying his best to counteract the good. 
Recently the two chief rabbis of Israel 
issued an appeal addressed to all the 
rabbis and religious leaders condemning 
the activities of the missionaries. It be- 
gins with the words, ‘Over 400 emis- 
saries of Satan, missionaries, among 
them baptized Jews—traitors to their 
origin—have settled like a swarm of 
locusts on the land.’” 

Unless a “pure conscience” is regu- 
lated by the Word of God, it will not 
hinder a religionist from committing the 
most atrocious crimes. 

“When I call to remembrance the un- 
feigned faith that is in thee” (2 Tim. 
1:5).—What a heritage this third-gen- 
eration Christian had! A mother and a 
grandmother possessed genuine faith! 
The missionary who said, “To make a 
sound Christian of a Hindu, you must 
convert his grandmother,” must have 
been thinking of this verse. 

I know a grandmother and mother 
combination of this kind, and all the 
children and grandchildren have exer- 
cised genuine faith in the Lord. If every 
grandmother were a “Lois,” and every 
mother a “Eunice,” how ignorant this 
world would be of that moral and spir- 
itual plague called juvenile delinquency! 

“Stir up the gift of God, which is in 
thee” (2 Tim. 1:6).—Timothy’s natural 
timidity and weakness must be over- 
come. The gift with which he was en- 
dowed must not rust through want of 
use. This seemed to be the apostle’s 
special burden for Timothy. (See 1:8, 
14; 2:3, 15; 3:14; 4:2, 5.) 

It is said of Luther that when he be- 
gan to preach, he suffered agonies. He 
feared that he would die after three 
months of preaching. Mentioning it to 
someone, he was told, “If you must die, 
you must; but preach, man, preach, and 
live or die as it happens.” So Luther 
preached and lived and became one great 
whirlwind of energy. And it certainly 
can be said of him, “He being dead yet 
speaketh.” 

Every preacher worthy of the name 
should be able to say with Elihu: “I 
am full of things to say, and my mind 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


urges me to speech. My mind is like 
wine bottled up, ready to burst out, like 
new bottles. I must relieve myself by 
speaking.” 

“For God hath not given us the spirit 
of fear” (2 Tim. 1:7).—“Power” in this 
verse carries the sense of “energy.” 
“might,” or “force.” And this force needs 
to be exercised in love—love toward God 
and man. The expression, “a sound 
mind,” means “discipline” or “wise dis- 
cretion.” God has given to every be- 
liever His Holy Spirit, and hence we 
have a spirit of power and love and dis- 
cipline, and not a spirit of bondage and 
cowardice (Rom, 8:15). 

“The consciousness of the Holy Spirit 
in us will be power to do the will of 
God, and impart a sober judgment of all 
that becomes His saints in the midst of 
ruin.” 

We rejoice to hear of this spirit being 
manifested by Christians in the troubled 
parts of the earth, such as Korea, China, 
and Africa. 

Basil Miller relates a striking instance 
of it. Chinese Communists captured a 
group of Christians. A Bible was placed 
on the ground, and the Christians were 
told that if they would tramp on it, their 
lives would be spared; but if they step- 


ped over it, they would be shot. There 
Was a small girl in the group. Before 


her turn came to walk down toward the 
Bible, she knelt and prayed. When she 
arose there was a shining light in her 
eyes. Courageously, and with head held 
high, she stepped toward the Bible, and 
stepped high over it; but was shot before 
her upraised foot reached the ground. All 
the remaining Christians emboldened by 
that girl’s example, walked to the Bible, 
stepped high over it, to fall with a bul- 
let between their shoulders as their 
leader had. 


“Be thou partaker of the afflictions of 
the gospel” (2 Tim. 1:8).—There are 
afflictions, as well as blessings, associated 
with the Gospel. Since God saves us 
and calls us with a heavenly calling, 
entirely apart from our works, we should 
be willing to suffer shame for His name, 

Must I be carried to the skies 

On flowery beds of ease, 
While others fought to win the 
And sailed through bloody seas? 
Wawona, CALIF. 


prize, 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C, Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Paul, out of his inspired 
knowledge of Jesus Christ and the 
marvels of His grace, is here laying out 
for his young friend Timothy a program 
for a courageous, happy Christian life. 
The good news for you and me is that it 
is just as much for us as it was for 
Timothy. 
One of the fine things about the Gos- 
pel is that there is plenty to go around. 
It is inexhaustible. Look through your 
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Bible and see how many of God's serv- 
ants were the recipients of His grace, 
His gifts, His blessings—both material 
and spiritual. Read in history of the 
great servants of God since Bible times, 
including some whom you know, or 
know about, who are living today, upon 
whom the Lord has poured out blessings 
and satisfactions in greater measure than 
they could receive. Yet God's store- 
house continues full and overflowing; 
and He is holding in suspense the same 
riches for you and me for whenever we 
shall have the desire for them, the faith 
to ask for them, and the capacity to re- 
ceive them. 

Our trouble is that we expect so little 
of the Lord; we treat Him as though He 
is rationing us. It is like a fellow tak- 
ing a half-pint tin cup to catch some 
water at Niagara Falls. 

Paul, in 2 Timothy 1:7, is telling Tim- 
othy (and you and me) one thing that 
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God does not give, and three things 
vthich He does give. Look at these four 
things. “Fod God hath not given us the 
spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind.” 

The first item is fear, which God does 
not give us. All through His Word you 
find Him telling us to “fear not.” Be- 
ginning in Genesis and ending in Reve- 
lation, the exhortation to “fear not” oc- 
curs no less than seventy-seven times. 
Surely God has not given His servants 
the spirit of fear. It shows a lack of 
faith in God, and it is a sin to be fearful. 
It is Satan who gives us the spirit of 
fear; he wants us to be timid. hesitating, 
apprehensive, shrinking, in the face of 
every duty and every problem. God 
wants us to have confidence in Him, and 
a holy optimism. Someone has said that 
the pessimist sees a difficulty in every 
opportunity; the optimist sees an oppor- 
tunity in every difficulty. Fear is a rob- 
ber. It robs us of peace, of sleep, and 
of health. It stands between us and 
achievement. Fear is a relentless, ruth- 
less enemy. No, indeed. God would 
never give us the spirit of fear. 

Now let us look briefly at the three 
things God does give us. 

Power.—-That is what we want and that 
is what we need. Men, scientists, philos- 
ophers, politicians, and statesmen have 
probed every nook and corner of the 
globe in search of power. They have 
even explored the atom and found much; 
but all the physical power in the world 
is only a trifle in contrast to the power 
which the Lord can give a trusting serv- 
ant—and the very kind of power which 
he most needs, power to overcome the 
sin that would destroy his soul, power 
to do God’s will and fulfill the happy 
plan which God has made for his life. 


Love.—It is a wonderful thing to be 
able to love. The exercise of love is 
exhilarating, uplifting. That is, to love 
something outside of yourself. Paul says, 
“Love is the fulfilling of the law” (Rom. 
13:10). That is covering a lot of terri- 
tory. God has placed inside each one 
of us a heart with which to love: to 
love Him, and to love our neighbor. It 
is something like the generator in your 
car, which in the very act of running 
keeps the battery alive to start the ma- 
chine and keep it going. That heart 
just keeps pumping to the end. A car 
would be useless without the generator. 
Aren’t you glad your Creator did not 
forget to put a heart in you! 

A sound mind.—I suppose we will 
never fully appreciate the gift of thought. 
What would we do with all this power 
and this capacity for loving if we could 
not direct the action? What a satis- 
faction it is to plan and to preside over 
our program of life! How fine it is to 
watch the reactions, and to govern our- 
selves according to the circumstances as 
they arise! A good definition of educa- 
tion is that it is something enabling us 
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to appropriate our environment to the 
highest ends. 

But, fellows, all these wonderful gifts 
amount to nothing unless the use and 
operation of them ‘is directly and con- 
stantly guided by the Holy Spirit. And, 
praise the Lord, He is right at hand to do 
that very thing! 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS is the fourth Sunday that we 

have read from one of the Epistles 
to Timothy. I am glad, because Timo- 
thy was a young Christian, which most 
of us are. Today our lesson is on Chris- 
tian courage. Timothy seems to have 
been naturally timid, rather than cour- 
ageous, yet he became a faithful leader 
in the church at Ephesus, 

The Sunday school teacher I had when 
about your age, used to say: “A dead 
fish floats downstream. It takes a live 
fish to swim against the current.” The 
stream of this world is flowing down- 
ward. If we are going to live for Christ, 
we must go upward. The prevalent idea 
that Christians are weaklings is abso- 
lutely false. It takes courage to raise 
a flag for our Saviour in this world 
where He is rejected. And it takes still 
more courage to remain true to Him, liv- 
ing as we do among His enemies. 

The question is, Where can we get 
sufficient courage to be out-and-out 
Christians, a real testimony for our 
Lord? 

Turn to 2 Timothy 1:2-14. The young 
man Timothy seems to have been dear- 
est to Paul of all his converts. Read 
verses 2 to 4 to find evidence of Paul’s 
love for Timothy. (He calls him “my 
dearly beloved son”; he prayed for him 
night and day; he greatly desired to see 
him.) 

From verse 5 we learn that Timothy 
was a third-generation Christian and a 
young man of faith. What does Paul 
tell him to do in verse 6? (Stir up the 
gift of God which is in him.) Verse 7 
tells him that fear does not come from 
God. Instead, He gives power, love, and 
a sound mind. 

What does Paul tell Timothy, in verse 
8, not to do? (Not to be ashamed of 
the testimony of the Lord, nor of Paul 
the prisoner.) What tempts a Chris- 
tian to be ashamed of the Lord, or of 
His servants? (Others making fun.) 
They make fun of the Christian because 
he is different. It takes courage to be 
different, but a Christian is not a dead 
fish. He has a new life within him 
which enables him to swim upstream. 

Now read verses’7 to 10. Paul thought 
more of the God who had saved him 
than he did of all the ungodly men of 
his day. Paul was a preacher, an apos- 
tle, and a teacher of the Gentiles. Re- 


August 29, 1953 


member that it was considered a dis- 
grace for a Jew to be any one of those 
things to Gentiles. But Paul was will- 
ing to be despised for Christ’s sake. 

Notice in verse 12 that although Paul 
did suffer persecution, he was not 
ashamed, because he knew the One in 
whom he had believed. He knew both 
His saving power and His keeping power. 
Paul knew that the Christian is united 
to an almighty Saviour. No wonder he 
was so fearless! 

What did Paul tell Timothy to do in 
verse 13? (“Hold fast the form of 
sound words.”) This is most important. 
When we speak aboui the Lord, or about 
His truth, it is safest to use the exact 
words of Scripture. 

What did Paul tell Timothy in verse 
14? (“That good thing which was com- 
mitted unto thee keep.”) This seems to 
refer to the gift which was given him 
when Paul laid his hands upon him. We 
do not know just what that gift was, but 
it is certain to have been one to make 
him more effective in the Lord’s work. 

Now read 2 Timothy 2:1-3. Here Paul 
tells Timothy to “be strong” and to “en- 
dure hardness as a good soldier of Jesus 
Christ.” 

Read verses 9 and 10. Paul practiced 
what he preached. He fearlessly endured 
persecution and imprisonment that others 
might be saved. Turn to 2 Corinthians 
11 and read verses 24 to 26. Paul went 
through every sort of danger and suf- 
fering for Christ and the Gospel. Where 
did he get his courage? From constant 
fellowship with his all-powerful Saviour. 

You and I may never be called upon 
to suffer as did the Apostle Paul, but if 
we really live the Christian life, we will 
have some persecution. However, there 
is no other life worth living at all. And 
when we get to the end of the road and 
see the honors God has for those who 
were faithful to Him here, we will only 
wish we had shown greater courage in 
witnessing for our Lord, while on this 
earth. 

How can we get more courage for the 
Christian life? We need courage to be 
different from this world in our life 
purpose, and in our standards of right 
and wrong. Most of all, we need cour- 
age to witness faithfully for Christ. We 
can get all this from the same place the 
Apostle Paul did—from fellowship with 
the God who has not given us “the spirit 
of fear; but of power, and of love, and of 
a sound mind.” 

How much courage for Christ’s cause 
Captain Gardiner displayed! We left 
him in the desolate land of Patagonia. 
One reason Patagonia is desolate is the 
lack of fresh water. This made it hard 
for the missionaries, as they had to carry 
water as well as food. On one occasion 
their water gave out, and Mr. Hunt be- 
came so ill from thirst that he lay down 
on the ground unable to go on. Captain 
Gardiner knew that they would both die 
if they could not find water. He prayed 








Lesson for September 13 


earnestly that God would direct his steps, 
and then started out to look for water. 
God did guide him, for he walked straight 
to the exact spot where there was the 
only spring in the neighborhood. That 
water saved their lives, and they were 
able to proceed toward Gardiner’s for- 
mer mission station. That night they 
had to sleep among thick, damp grass 
near a muddy pond! That was the best 
place, and that water the best they could 
find. 

They did not find any place to establish 
a mission better than the place where 
Gardiner had temporarily established 
his station before. When they reached 
that spot, they were thankful to find 
the house still standing. The chief, whom 
Gardiner had met on his previous visit, 
came to see him, bringing all his wives 
and children. He signified his desire to 
eat with the missionaries. This was a 
serious drain en their resources, as it in- 
cluded his wives and children, but they 
thought that they must agree if they 
were to win them to Christ. So they 
told him they could come as soon as they 
could get supplies. Next time we shall 
see what happened. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 
Courage To Do Our Best 
(2 Tim. 1:3-7; 2:1-3, 5, 15) 

OW is school this year? Are some 

of the lessons hard? Teacher Tim- 
othy found his job hard and discourag- 
ing. Prisoner Paul, who could no longer 
teach, found hard times in prison with 
the rough soldiers, and he knew that 
soon he might be put to death for having 
been a Christian leader. Aside from 
the Lord, no one stood by him but faith- 
ful Doctor Luke. One of his helpers had 
left him to have a good time in the 
world. Others had departed on missions 
on which Paul had sent them. Once more 
you will find a message from Prisoner 
Paul to Teacher Timothy in the Bible 
at the front of the room. An envelope 
placed at Second Timothy contains the 
following letter: 


Dear Timothy: 

I thank God—my grandfather's God, 
my father’s God, my God, whom I 
worship with a clear conscience—I 
thank Him when I pray for you every 
day, night and day. How I'd love to 
see you! I remember how you cried 
when we left each other. How happy 
I'd be! I remember your real faith, 
which first your grandmother Lois had, 
and your mother Eunice, and I am sure 
you, too. For this reason I am remind- 
ing you to get your gift from God 
burning brightly again—that gift He 
gave you when I put my hands on your 
head to appoint you for this work. 
God did not give us the heart of a 
coward, but a heart of power, love, 
and self-control. 

So you, my son, be strong with the 
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help of Christ Jesus. What you 
learned from me, along with many 
others, pass on to men you can trust 
to teach others in their turn. Take 
your share of hard things like a brave 
soldier of Christ Jesus. An athlete 
does not win the prize unless he plays 
fair. Do your best to pass God's test. 
Be a worker who is not ashamed of 
his work. Explain the words of truth 
exactly right. 
With love, 
APOSTLE PAUL. 
Timothy, the teacher, was to be like 
a soldier with courage to stand hard 
things, like a baseball player following 
the rules of the game, like a carpenter 
working hard and carefully so every- 
thing would be just right when his boss 
inspected his work. (If a picture of each 
can be found, copy the appropriate verse 
under each: 2 Tim. 2:3, 5, 15.) 
Imagine Paul’s chain, fastened to his 
guarding soldier, giving a few clanks as 
he tries to write you: You Christian 
boys and girls get busy and bring to 


Sunday school every boy and girl in 
your school who is not already going to 
Sunday school. Somebody may make 


fun of you; be a brave soldier and keep 
on. Follow God's rules for right, like 
a baseball player. Do your schoolwork 
and homework carefully. “Study to 
shew thyself approved unto God, a 
workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed” (2 Tim. 2:15, Memory Verse). 
(Drill on repeating all three verses.) 
In Paul's time it took courage for any- 
one to be a Christian. There were sol- 
diers of Christ in the Roman army, per- 
haps saved because they were Paul’s 
guards and learned from him about the 
Lord. The other soldiers made fun of 
them, even making fun of Christ. On 
their barracks was found a rough draw- 
ing making fun of Alex because he wor- 
shiped Christ who was nailed to a cross. 
Children will be interested in the pic- 
ture of a modern Christian.soldier, Lieut. 
General William K. Harrison, Jr., a 
three-star general, officer in charge of 
United Nations armistice negotiations.! 


1The Sunday School Times, June 13, 1953. 
Articles by him appear in the issues of July 
18, 25, August 1, 1953. 
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For Primary Teachers 

By Helen E. Odenwelder 
AVE you ever played “Passing the 
Torch”? This is how it is done: 
Each team has a lighted candle which 
is the torch. The first runner races to 
a designated point, turns around and re- 
turns the candle (which must be still 
lighted) to the next in line. That player 
runs up and back and passes the torch 
to the next one. The team that finishes 

first is, of course, the winner. 

In the Apostle Paul’s last Letter to 
Timothy (which was the last Letter he 
ever wrote, incidentally), he told the 
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young man that he had prayed for him 
night and day (2 Tim. 1:3). Paul, you 
know, had much time for prayer for he 
was in prison when he wrote. He also 
reminded Timothy, who was by then a 
young preacher, that both Timothy's 
grandmother and his mother had great 
faith in God. And they had carefully 
taught God's Word to Timothy (3:15) 
when he was as young or younger than 
the boys in this room. 

Having reminded Timothy that he was 
being prayed for constantly and that he 
had known the Word of God since he 
was a very little boy, Paul told him to 
be sure to serve the Lord, no matter 
how difficult the circumstances might be. 
The apostle used an expression here that 
sounds rather strange to us. He said, 
“Stir up the gift of God, which is in 


thee” (v. 6). Do you know what that 
really means? It is as if Paul said, 
“Timothy, because you have received 


God's gift of salvation by believing on 
the Lord Jesus, you now have a spark 
burning within you. Fan that spark into 
a flaming torch. Let it burn so brightly 
that others will surely see it. Tell others 
how they, too, can receive the Lord Jesus. 
Teach them. That way you'll be passing 
the torch—the salvation torch—on to 
others, who will, in turn, be able to pass it 
on to others” (2 Tim. 2:2). (Teacher's 
note: Dr. A.T. Robertson says: “The gift 
of God is in Timothy; Paul says, but it is 
up to Timothy to blow it into a blaze. 
This simple fact helps explain why some 
men of smaller gifts may make a bigger 
blaze by blowing harder and stronger.” 
As then, so now!) 

Oh, how anxious Paul was that the 
salvation torch should be passed on to 
others! He was in prison and he cer- 
tainly could not go out and preach, 
though that was what he really wanted 
to do. In fact, in his Letter he reminded 
Timothy that (1) he (Paul) had been 
appointed to preach the good news of the 
coming of God's Son; (2) that it was his 
business (as an apostle) to do so; and 
(3) that he was to teach others by re- 
minding them over and over and over 
again of the salvation message (2 Tim. 
1:11). Certainly he had been passing 
the torch. It was because Paul had done 
these things that he was suffering in 
prison. And he was willing to suffer for 
the cause of the Gospel. But was he 
ashamed of the Lord Jesus? Indeed he 
was not! Never! How could he be 
ashamed? His sins—all of them—had 
been forgiven the day he had received 
God’s Son as his Saviour. And he had 
the great honor of being chosen to bring 
many, many others to believe and receive 
the Gospel. He had passed the salva- 
tion torch to them. 

Now, as Paul wrote his Letter to Tim- 
othy, he was not worried that the sal- 
vation torch would go out, even though 
he himself soon would die. He knew 
that the Lord Jesus, whom he had be- 
lieved, was able to guard (A.S.V.) the 
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Gospel, and this He would surely do 
(v. 12). Paul had passed the torch to 
Timothy, Timothy would’ pass it to 
others, others would pass it on to still 
others. This way the salvation torch 
would continue to flame. 

There was one thing of which Timothy 
‘(we, too!) should be very careful, Paul 
warned. “Guard” (A.S.V.) the good 
thing—the Gospel—which is given to you 
(v. 14). Why should Timothy guard 
it? Why should we? There were many 
forces in Timothy's day, there are many, 
many in our day, that would snatch away 
our Salvation torch. Men do not be- 
lieve the Word of God. They do not 
want us to believe it. They do not be- 
lieve that boys and girls and men and 
women are lost and need a Saviour. They 
do not want us to believe it. How can 
we guard the Gospel? By keeping our 
eyes on the Lord Jesus, confessing our 
sins to Him (1 John 1:9), and by refus- 
ing to listen to those who do not believe 
the Gospel. The Lord wants you to pass 
the salvation torch to others. 


LANCASTER, PA. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustratiens for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy. or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


Forgetting Our Protector.—God hath 
not given us the spirit of fear; but of 
power, and of love, and of a sound mind 
(2 Tim. 1:7, Golden Text). A lady was 
wakened one morning by a strange noise 
of pecking at the window. When she 
got up she saw a butterfly flying back- 
ward and forward inside the window in 
great fright, because outside there was 
a sparrow pecking at the glass, wanting 
to get the butterfly. The butterfly did 
not see the glass, but it saw the spar- 
row, and evidently expected every mo- 
ment to be caught. Neither did the 
sparrow see the glass, though it saw the 
butterfly and tried desperately to catch 
it; yet all the while the butterfly, be- 
cause of that thin glass, was actually 
as safe as if it had been miles from the 
sperrow. It is when we forget our pro- 
tector that our hearts fail us. Elijah’s 
servant was in great fear when he awoke 
in the morning and saw the City of 
Dothan encompassed with horses and 
chariots and a great host. But when his 
eyes were opened, at the prayer of the 
prophet, his fears vanished, for he beheld 
the mountain full of horses and chariots 
of fire. “Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: 
because he trusteth in thee."—From an 
old scrapbook. Sent by Nena T. Dick- 
erson, Deer Creek, Ill. Prize illustra- 
tion. 


The Tears Did It.—I thank God, whom 
I serve from my forefathers with pure 
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conscience, that without ceasing I have 
remembrance of thee in my prayers 
night and day (2 Tim. 1:3). Billy Sun- 
day told of an old, infidel blacksmith who 
had boasted that he could meet any 
argument that a Christian could make. 
An old deacon heard this boast and he 
and his wife spent the night till three 
o'clock praying for him.» That morning 
the deacon went over to see him. As he 
entered the shop where the infidel was 
at work, he said, “My wife and I prayed 
for you until three o’clock this morn- 
ing.” Then his eyes filled with tears, 
and he turned away and left him stand- 
ing there at the forge. When the dea- 
con arrived back home he said to his 
wife: “I’ve made an old fool of myself; 
it was all for nothing. When I saw him 
I just broke down and couldn't talk to 


him.” In the meantime the infidel went 
home. He said to his wife: “I heard a 
new argument this morning; that old 


deacon drove in to see me and told me 
that he and his wife had prayed for us 
until three o’clock this morning. Then 
he sobbed and went away.” And the in- 
fidel said to his wife: “Let’s hitch up 
and go to see him. I'd like to talk to 
him.” And when they did, it was only 
a few moments until he was on his knees 
with the old deacon 1g his sin. 
—From “3000 Illustrations for Christian 
Service,” by Walter B. Knight. Sent by 
Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hi'lsboro, Kans. 

She Gave What She Had.—Stir wp the 
gift of God, which is in thee (2 Tim 
1:6). Dr. G. Campbell Morgan told of 
a woman who came to ofter a serv- 
ice and said: “Oh. I would 
thing to be in this work actively and 
actually. I would give anything to have 
some living part in the work going on 
here of winning men and women to 
Christ, but I do not know what to do.” 
He asked her, “Are you prepared to give 
the Master the five loaves and two fishes 
you possess?” She said, “I do not know 
that I have five loaves and two fishes.” 
He then asked, “Have you anything that 
you have used in any way specially?” 
“No,” she did not think she had. “Well,” 
he said, “can you sing?” She replied, 
“Yes, I sing at home, and I have sung 
at an entertainment.” “Well, now,” he 
said, “let us put our hand on that. Will 
you give the Lord your voice for the 
next ten days?” She said, “I will.” She 
sang the Gospel message with the voice 
she had, feeling that it was a _ poor, 
worthless thing: and that night there 
came out of the meeting into the in- 
quiry room one man. That man said it 
was the Gospel that was sung that 
reached his heart. That man went on to 
be one of the mightiest workers for the 
Lord in that city. All because one hum- 
ble servant gave the Master what she 
had!—From Tom M. Olson, in The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. S. J. 
Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 


The Only One Who Cared Enough.— 
Be not thou therefore ashamed of the 


con‘essi 


him 
give any- 
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testimony of our Lord (2 Tim. 1:8). 
When Senator Dolliver was serving in 
Washington, D. C., his father lived with 
him. One day the old gentleman met 
the Italian ambassador on the front steps 
and spoke to him about Christ. The 
grandchildren were embarrassed at what 
they considered their grandfather's lack 
of taste. Some time later the old man 
died. The ambassador sent flowers and 
asked for the privilege of sitting with 
the family at the funeral, explaining, 
“He wAs the only man who cared enough 
about me to speak to me concerning my 
soul.” Are you ashamed of the testi- 
mony of your Lord?—From Bible Friend. 
Sent by Mrs. Herman L. Robertson, High 
Point, N. C. 


A Dead Mohammed, or a Living Christ. 
—Our Saviour Jesus Christ, who hath 
abolished death, and hath brought life 
and immortality to light through the 
gospel (2 Tim 1:10). A converted Mo- 
hammedan was called before the authori- 
ties for reading Christian books: but 
before judgment was passed he begged 
to be allowed to ask a question. “I am 
traveling,” he said. “I look around for 
some direction and discover two men: 
one is dead. the other alive. . Which of 
the two am I to ask for advice—the dead 
or the living?” “Oh. the living, of 
course,” all cried out. “Well.” he added, 
require me to ¢o to Mohammed, 
is dead, insteac of to Christ. who 
“Go business,” 
were the words with which he was dis- 
missed “More Illstrations and 
Quotable Poems,” by A. Bernard Webh- 


“why 
who 
is alive?” 


about your 


From 


ber. Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, 
Kans. 

He Knew the Man—-I know whom I 
have believed (2 Tim. 1:12). A mission- 
ary to South America said: “I was 
visiting a villege for the first time. I 


spoke to a small group of people and 
read portions from the New Testament 
*that told of the life and sacrificial death 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. At an ap- 
pointed time the next day. they came 
again, eager to hear more of this won- 
derful story. I read to them again from 
the Scriptures more about our Lord’s 
Gospel of love and salvation. At the 
close of the service. a man came up to 
me, and, looking into my face. earnestly 
asked, ‘Did you know the Man in the 


Book?’” How thankful the missionary 
was to be able to say: “Thank God. I 
know the Man in the Book. I know 


Him as my Saviour and Lord, and thus 
am able to tell others of Him!”’"—From 
Tom M. Olson, in The Sunday School 
Times. Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, 
Eng. 

He Couldn’t Afford It.—Hold fast the 
form of sound words, which thou hast 
heard of me, in faith and love which is 
in Christ Jesus (2 Tim. 1:13). A Chris- 
tian man, an elder in the church, built 
up in his community a fine business. 
Among his employees was a young lad 
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of eighteen, only saved a few months. 
One day a large order came from a rich, 
but godless, man for goods to be shipped 
in a hurry. The businessman said to his 
youthful employee, “I’m awfully sorry, 
Rob, but this means we will have to 
work next Sunday.” “Mr. A,” said the 
lad, “I heard you tell in church that you 
never let the Lord down to please your 
customers.” “But what am I going to 
do?” asked the man. “I can’t afford to 
offend this wealthy customer.” And 
that boy, saved only a few months, said 
to the mature Christian: “Well, sir, I’m 
sorry I can’t work next Sunday. I can’t 
afford to offend the Lord.”—Cent by Irs. 
J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 735) 


1. In prison in Rome (see 2 Tim. 1 
16, 17). 
2. He expected martyrdom (4:6-8). 


3. Luke, the physician (v. 11). 

4. A cloke. books, and parchment (v. 
13). 

5. John Mark, whom he had once re- 
jected (4:11; Acts 15:36-41). 

6. He had God-fearing and God-serv- 
ing ancestors (2 Tim. 1:3). 

7. (1) Eunice, (2) Lois (1:5). 

8. Not eternal life (Rom. 6:23), but a 
spiritual endowment which specially 
equipped him for the ministry. 

9. The Incarnation, with special refer- 
ence to Christ’s death and resurrection, 
but not without thought of the 
consummation at His “glorious appear- 
ing” (Titus 2:13). 

10. The trust of the Gospel, 
which Paul was now about to lay down 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, September 13 


The Kickoff (Fall Planning Meeting) 
(Eph. 4:11-16) * 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor. and are 
used br permission 


LTHOUGH this week’s meeting is 

called a “Fall Planning Meeting,” 
let it be rather a meeting of prayer and 
heart-searching in *preparation for a 
week-night business meeting at which 
fall plans will be discussed and decided 
upon. The Scripture portion chosen for 
this meeting reminds us that the Lord 
Jesus has bestowed gifted workers upon 
His Church. Some are apostles, or leaders. 
some are evangelists, some teachers, and 
the like, and He determines providen- 
tially, as in Acts 11:22-26, or directly 
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through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, 
as in Acts 13:1, 2 and 16:6, 7, the places 
of their service. In the early church, 
not even an apostle was permitted to 
choose his place of service (Acts 16: 
7, 8). 


pe 
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How fitting it is, then, that, in the 
conduct of our young people’s group, 
we should first go to the Lord Jesus 
for His direction, and ask Him to show 
us the ones He has chosen to carry on 
the various offices and duties of our 
group for the coming year. He will do 
this in two ways, first by speaking to 
the individual of His choice, and then by 
showing the others in the group the one 
He has chosen. 
pd 

We must be certain, however, in ask- 
ing the Lord to guide us in this way, 
that we have surrendered to Him all 
preconceived ideas of our own and that 
we want first and above all His will in 
each case. Certainly we shall not want 
to choose for office, or even for a com- 
mittee chairmanship, any whom we 
know are not sincere believers in and 
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
There undoubtedly may be some in our 
group who are talented, attractive, and 
fine moral persons, but if they do not 
know the Lord Jesus Christ, they can- 
not work for Him in a way that will be 
acceptable to Him. Sooner or later 
problems will arise with unbelievers 
that are far more difficult’ to handle 
than if the situation is faced squarely 
at the outset, and they are simply not 
chosen for office. 


Cus 
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And do not make the mistake of elect- 
ing anyone to Office in ‘the hope that 
that will win him for Christ. Win him 
for Christ first. A certain young people’s 
group, at the suggestion of the pastor, 
made the mistake of putting two very 
attractive young people, a man and his 
wife, in charge of the social program, 
hoping that this would hold them for 
the society and for the church. Every- 
thing was lovely for a short time, and 
then certain features were injected into 
the social program with which sincere 
followers of Christ could not go along. 
A difficult and embarrassing situation 
developed that had to result in the res- 
ignation of the two, and not only were 
they lost to the group, but the oppor- 
tunity was also lost to bring them to 
the Lord Jesus Christ at that time. 


Your time of prayer for all plans should 
also include prayer for God’s direction 
as to the purpose of your young people’s 
group for the coming year. When Christ 
sent forth His disciples, as recorded in 
Matthew 10:5-15, He gave them definite 
instructions as to what they were and 
were not to do. Ask God to use your 
knowledge of the needs of the young 
people in your church and your com- 
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munity to direct you as to what your 
group should accomplish. 

One great objective must be, of course, 
to make known the’ Lord Jesus Christ 
to those who do not now know Him 
and serve Him. The twelfth verse of 
our Scripture portion for this week in 
Ephesians 4 includes some other pur- 
poses, the “perfecting,” or developing, of 
“the saints” or believers in your group 
into maturity in the Christian life, so 
that they may effectively carry on their 
Christian service. Then there is the far- 
reaching purpose of “edifying” or build- 
ing up the Christian-Church, of which 
every believer is a part or a “living 
stone.” Other purposes for your group, 
that have to do with your specific needs 
and desires, will undoubtedly suggest 
themselves as you seek the Lord’s guid- 
ance. Let us not, in the year that is 
ahead, be guilty of rushing about fever- 
ishly to do this or that which may 
not be in God’s plan for this particular 
time. Get His plan and blueprint for the 
work, and then follow it in His strength, 
and He will be able to bless it as He 
often cannot bless our mistaken plans. 


pe 


You will want to ask God to fill the 
heart of each member of your group 
with a spirit of teamwork (Neh. 4:17-20). 
Notice that, in the building of the wall, 
Nehemiah records that some carried 
material, some worked upon the wall, 
and some held spears and watched, but 
all carried swords. When the trumpet 
sounded the warning of a particular dan- 
ger in a particular spot, all rushed to 
that spot to resist the invader. In the 
work of any young people’s group there 
will be some places of prominence, other 
places where faithful work will be un- 
seen, but all may carry the sword of the 
Spirit, the Word of God. Faithfulness 
in the morning watch observed by every 
member of the group, as a time for Bible 
reading and prayer, will mean much to 
the effective work and success of the 
group, and all must be ready to stand 
together as the occasion demands to re- 
sist the forces of the Evil One, who will 
surely do all that he can to keep the 
work of your group from prospering. 
He will cause dissension and dissatisfac- 
tion among its members if he can. 

% 

First Corinthians 12:27-31 reminds us 
that we need not expect to be a Jack- 
of-all-trades in our service for Christ. 
He has given, or will give, to each one 
particular gifts. The gift He gives to 
you may not be as sensational or showy 
as His gifts to others, but your reward 
will be for the faithful use of whatever 
gift He has given you. Paul closes this 
portion by reminding the Corinthians 
not to covet one another's gifts, but, if 
they must covet, to covet the best gifts. 
Coveting one another produces envy and 
dissension. Talk to God about the gifts 
you would like to have, and then be 
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willing to use, in the very best way, 
whatever gift His wisdom sends to you. 
ye 

This “kickoff” should not close without 
a note of expectancy. So often we ask 
God to work, and then go on as though 
we were convinced that it is impossible 
for Him to do so. We have waited upon 
Him (Psa. 62:5) asking Him to show us 
His way. Now let us go forward, really 
believing that He will, and that He is 
doing it right now. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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Mountain Views 
(Continued from page 733) 


to a “successful” conclusion; sometimes 
our divine Leader has to take us on a 
detour. But when it comes to the final 
goal, ultimate arrival before Him in 
whose presence is fullness of joy forever 
more is assured. 

One day, we who are in Christ shall 
look back and say with the Psalmist: 
“Thou hast enlarged my steps under me, 
that my feet did not slip” (Psa. 18:36). 
For then the veil will be lifted from 
the deeper meaning of Jude’s great dox- 
ology: “Now unto him that is able to 
keep you from falling [stumbling], and 
to present you faultless before the pres- 
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ence of his glory with exceeding joy, 
to the only wise God our Saviour, be 
glory and majesty, dominion and power, 
both now and ever. Amen” (Jude 24, 25). 


Stony Brook, L. I. 


“" 
Rally Day—1953 


ALLY DAY, coming, as it naturally 

does, so soon after vacation time, 
has a way of taking a superintendent or 
a whole teaching staff by surprise, and 
there is little time.for preparation and 
rehearsing. The programs written by 
Mary Brainerd Smith were designed to 
supply Sunday schools with Scriptural, 
simple, and yet adequate material that 
would not require lengthy rehearsing. 

They contain responsive readings for 
the whole school, and verse recitations 
and songs for the various departments. 
These last are set to familiar hymn tunes, 
and may be sung direct from the con- 
venient 4-page leaflets, in which form 
the services are printed. 

Two special Rally Day services are 
available—“God’s Trumpet Calls,” and 
“Our Great Companion.” The cost, 25 
cents a dozen, or $2 a hundred postpaid, 
is low enough to permit the school to 
supply each member withacopy. Orders 
may be sent to The Sunday Schoo] Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 
Please specify which service you desire. 





With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 10 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 20 cents addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








The Secret. of Beautiful Living. By 
Oswald Riess. (Concordia Pub. House, St. 
Louis 18; $1.50.) Beautiful living is the 
Christian life! Not an existence of empty 
ritual, endless ceremonies, and doctrine 
removed from life, but God’s power in 
the regenerated soul, producing the fruit 
of the Spirit. 

The author knows his Bible, and con- 
temporary literature as well. He shows 
how modern writers can only confess 
their powerlessness to harness the hu- 
man spirit, but how Christ can trans- 
form Sauls into Pauls. This is a book 
for lukewarm Christians, honest _ in- 
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quirers, hardened sinners—yes, even 
saints will rejoice in this expression of 
the Gospel as the power of God. 


The Gospel According to Isaiah. By 
John Calvin. (Wm, B. Eerdmans Pub. 
Co., Grand Rapids 3, Mich., $2.) Accus- 
tomed to think of John Calvin as a pro- 
found theologian, we forget that he was 
a gifted preacher who, in Geneva, pub- 
licly expounded the Scriptures day after 
day. The seven sermons in this rich col- 
lection, all of them dealing with the fifty- 
second and fifty-third chapters of Isaiah, 
were delivered during one week at the 
beginning of 1558. Recorded in short- 
hand, they reveal a master of vivid, 
popular address, able to make great truth 
simple and arresting. They are, more- 
over, a significant statement of Calvin's 
exalted Christology. Here is Biblical 
preaching of the highest order. 


The Art of Effective Teaching. By C. B. 
Eavey. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 2, Mich., $3.75.) This volume is 
written for teachers and would-be 
teachers to provide them with an in- 
centive for, and means of approaching 
to, real effectiveness. As a Christian 
educator, Dr. Eavey makes the Biblical 
revelation the source of his principles, 
but they are presented in the light of 
modern understanding of the learning 
process. “Any teacher,” says Dr. Eavey, 

makes himself unnecessary.” 

In a day when Christian education is 
gaining in real effectiveness, Dr. Eavey’s 
book comes as a helpful means of self- 


analysis for Sunday school teachers, 
youth leaders, and ministers of the 
Gospel. 
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The Life Glorious 
(Continued from second page) 


weak in health, living almost in obscu- 
rity, whose writings and poems and 
hymns have stirred all those who have 
either read or sung them. . We all know 
the name of Frances Ridley Havergal. 
Her consecration hymn is in every hymn 
book and has been, and is, the means 
of untold blessing to countless thousands: 

Take my life, and let it be 

Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 

Take my hands, and let them move, 

At the impulse of Thy love. 

Take my moments and my days, 

Let them flow in ceaseless praise; 

Take my intellect, and use 

Every power as Thou shalt choose. 

Take my will and, make it Thine; 

It shall be no longer mine, 

Take my heart, it is Thine own! 

It shall be Thy royal throne. 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure-store; 


Take myself, and I will be, 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 


How did she come to exert such a 
wonderful influence? . Her secret is writ- 
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ten in her diary and she write§ as fol- 
lows: 

“It was on Advent Sunday, 1873, that I 
first saw the blessedness of true conse- 
cration. I saw it as a flash of electric 
light, and what you see you can never 
unsee. 

“There must be full surrender before 
there can be full blessedness. God ad- 
mits you by the one to the other. He 
Himself shewed me this most clearly. 
First I was shewn that the blood of 
Jesus Christ, His Son, cleanseth from 
all sin, and then it was made plain to 
me that He who had thus cleansed me 
had power to keep me clean. So I 
utterly yielded myself to Him, and 
utterly trusted Him to keep me.” 

Now the Devil is determined that we 
Christians shall not live this life and 
will do all in his power to thwart God's 
purpose in us. Consequently we shall be 
tempted and tried and the temptations 
and trials will be fierce, for the Devil 
today is the same as he was in the days 
of our Lord, and he hates the Lord as 
much today as he did then and will do 
all in his power to prevent the Lord 
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being manifest in His glory in us. 
Frances Ridley Havergal was conscious 
of this and asked God to give her some 
text that would set her free and give her 
victory over those temptations and trials. 
As she was reading her Bible she came 
across these words: 

“Behold, I give unto you power... 
over all the power of the enemy: and 
nothing shall by any means hurt you” 
(Luke 10:19). 

The Lord Jesus says, and says to each 
one of you today personally, “I am come 
that they might have life, and that they 
might have it more abundantly.” “If 
any man thirst, let him come unto me, 
and drink. He that believeth on me,..:. 
from within him shall flow rivers of 
living water. (But this spake he of the 
Spirit, which they“that believe on him 
were to receive .. .)” (John 7:37-39, 
A.S.V.). 

(To be continued) 
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American Bible Society 


(Continued from second page) 


English. Thus in the original Constitu- 
tion of 1816 the version was specified as 
‘the version now in common use,’ which 
was the King James. After the publica- 
tion of the American Standard Revision 
of 1901, the publication of this was urged 
on the Society, and in 1904, by the 
regular legal process, the Constitution 
was amended to authorize the circula- 
tion of the English Revision of 1881 and 
1885 and its American counterpart, the 
Revision of 1901. After the Revised 
Standard Version New Testament ap- 
peared in 1946, the Society waited four 
years during which increasing calls for 
this New Testament came, especially 
from Army and Navy Chaplains. In 
December, 1950, the judgment of the 
Society’s Advisory Council was asked. 
At this meeting the official representa- 
tives of 32 denominations having 24,500,- 
000 members stated they believed their 
denominations would approve or not 
disapprove of the circulation of this New 
Testament by the Society. The repre- 
sentatives of only 4 denominations hav- 
ing 360,000 members said they thought 
their churches would disapprove and 
later one of these changed when changes 
were made in the RSV text. The So- 
ciety then by the regular legal process 
amended its Constitution in May, 1951, 
to permit the circulation of the RSV 
New Testament and reported the matter 
in the Bible Society Record. This 
amendment relates to the New Testa- 
ment only. The distribution of the whole 
RSV Bible is not authorized by the So- 
ciety’s Constitution. 

“Under this authorization arrange- 
ments have been made with the copy- 
right holder and the publisher of the 
RSV New Testament, for permission for 
the Society to issue .single books of the 
New Testament, as the Gospels, and to 
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use the New Testament in diglot Scrip- 
tures with foreign languages. 

“The Society believes it has done no 
more than be faithful and responsive to 
the judgment of the denominations and 
people which support it. 

“The Society notes that the publisher 
of the RSV Bible has an exclusive con- 
tract for ten years. In that period the 
churches and Christian people will have 
an opportunity to form careful mature 
judgments about the Bible. The Society 
will await their judgment. 

“The Society has never ceased publish- 
ing the King James Version. It has 
never considered doing so. That won- 
derful version is still being distributed 
widely by the Society. Even since 1946 
the Society has issued more than 2,000,- 
000 King James Bibles, 2,800,000 King 
James Testaments, and 23,000,000 King 
James Gospels and other portions. We 
have no intention of stopping. 

“In addition to the four English ver- 
sions the Society issues the Scriptures 
in some 150 other languages and dia- 
lects—these translations were made be- 
fore the RSV was ever published. There 
are large areas of the non-Christian 
world which would be entirely without 
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90-acre campus on old New England Estate. Write for 
information : SUNNYSIDE FARM, Barrington, N. H. 


yy In color, with ort 
Ce 


work and appropriate 
scripture. Ideal for 
gifts to customers, 


BLOTTERS * vi vm 


7am 50c FOR A onl 
THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888-AKRON 9, OHIO 
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THE FAMILY ALTAR IN THE SCRIPTURES —Norman V. Williams 
(The most unusual tract on the family altar you have ever read 
IT BEARETH FRUIT—Bob Jones 
AND SEVEN OTHER NEW DEEPER LIFE TRACTS 
Ask for free sample of each of these nine new tracts 
Remember Family Altar Sunday—October 11, 1953 
Ask for free circular 
THE FAMILY ALTAR LEAGUE 
52 W. Washington Chicago 2, Illinois 


PEWS, PULPIT s CHANCEL 





Furniture 

+ + EARLY DELIVERY - - 
J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
——"_DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, PA. 














Reaching School Children 
lor Christ 


At present we are reaching about 
250,000 children with our Scripture 
Memory Plan and many are being 
saved; but in the ten states in which 
we are working there are nearly five 
million school children who never 
attend Sunday school. 

Pray for these children and write for 


“What is the Children’s Bible Mission?” 


CHILDREN’S BIBLE MISSION 
Box 1137 Lakeland, Florida 














Shelton College 


offers you an education founded upon 
the Bible as the infallible Word of 
God, the basis of all the best it the 
American Way of Life. 


NS 


. Write for a 
Catalog to 





erions* 
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Shelton College 


Skylands 
RINGWOOD BOROUGH 
New Jersey 


Training Christian Warriors for the 
Twentieth Century Reformation 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES (Lesson for Sept. 13) Aug. 29, 1953 


the Word of God if it were not for the 
work and ministry of the American 
Bible Society. 

“All persons or churches giving to the 
Society are at liberty to designate their 
gifts for the English version of their 
choice or for other versions or for spe- 
cific countries. 

“We have only one purpose which was 
written into the Constitution by the 
founding fathers in 1816—‘the sole ob- 
ject shall be to encourage a wider cir- 
culation of the Holy Scriptures without 
note or comment... .’ 

“In the 137 years of its existence the 
Society has distributed more than 420,- 
000.000 copies of God’s Word in at least 
200 languages and dialects—its purpose 
is to continue this great work through 
all the time remaining.” 


we 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 7 to 13 

Mon.—Psalm 23. God, Our Shepherd. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The Lord is my 
shepherd; I shall not want.” All down 
many centuries this precious Psalm has 
given God’s people assurance that they 
will always have tokens of God’s unfor- 
getting love. And these love tokens will 
not only be found all through this life, 
but they will be still more wonderful 
in Heaven. Let no believing heart doubt 
for a moment the daily tender care of 
the Lord their shepherd. Whatever 
trouble may befall, be it ever remem- 
bered that “goodness and mercy” shall 
“follow” them “all the days of... life” 
(v. 6). Pray for more rest of heart in 
the faithfulness of the Lord your God. 


Tues.—Joshua 1:1-9. God, Our Strength. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Have not I com- 
manded thee? Be strong and of a good 
courage; be not afraid, neither be thou 
dismayed: for the Lord thy God is with 
thee whithersoever thou goest.” God 
likewise has commanded strength for 
doing everything He asks us to do. Never 
forget that it is God who girdeth thee 
with strength. Go on for God in the 
strength He supplies through His eter- 
nal Son. Blessed is the man whose 
strength is in Christ. Wait on the Lord 
and renew your strength. Pray for God’s 
favor upon Christian colleges beginning 
their fall term. 


Wed.—Acts 2:14-32. Peter’s Courage. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye have taken, 
and by wicked hands have crucified and 
slain.” Peter, charging the men gath- 
ered about him that day with their guilt 
as Christ’s murderers, showed himself 
to be a different Peter from the one who 
denied Christ at His trial. The fear of 


God made the difference in his behavior. 


He was now filled with the Spirit of 
God, and not the spirit of fear. He was 
now right,with God, and the righteous 
are as bold as a lion. Weak knees and 
weak tongues go together. Pray for 
sorely tried Christian Chinese in occu- 
pied China. 


Thurs.—Acts 7:51-60. 
Stephen’s Courage. 


PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: “The Just One; of 
whom ye have been now the betrayers 
and murderers.” Stephen, the first 
Christian martyr, was made mostly of 
heavenly steel. He was as an iron pillar 
before his enemies—the murderers of the 
Son of God. He was a man of unflinch- 
ing courage, and his true words cut into 
the hearts of these archsinners like a 
two-edged sword. Fullness of faith al- 
ways means fullness of zeal for God and 
courage for God. Pray for the Editor 
and Staff of The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5, 


Fri—Ephesians 6:10-20. 
Armed to Withstand Evil. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Put on the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to 
stand against the wiles of the devil.” 
God has provided for all believers an 
armor that baffles Satan. These holy 
weapons are perfectly suited for triumph 
against all the powers of darkness. Here 
are the essential heavenly aids needed 
for life’s conflicts with evil. Protection 
and weapons will be wanting if the 
panoply of God is not put on and His 
aid supplicated. Put on all the armor 
or you will have none of the armor of 
God. Pray for Youth for Christ Inter- 

national, Wheaton, Ill. 


Sat.—Hebrews 10:16-25. 
Courage Through Faith. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Let us hold fast 
the profession of our faith without wav- 


ering; (for he is faithful that prom- 
ised).” Only those who believe God 
have courage to go on obeying God. 


Natural courage will not suffice against 
our supernatural foe. Only faith in God 
and in His faithfulness can give victory 
over the world, the flesh, and the Devil. 
Pray for missionary agencies seeking to 
evangelize Africa in these troublous 
times. 


Sun.—Psalm 27:7-14. 
Confidence in God. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I had fainted, 
unless I had believed to see the good- 
ness of the Lord in the land of the 
living.” God is the only one who 
can safely be trusted. With such an 
infinite, almighty, and gloriously holy 


being our souls should be full of rev- «4: 


erence and trust. “If God be for us, 
who can be against us?” (Rom. 8:31.) 
It is better to trust God than to put 
confidence in man. If you trust you 
will not fear: if you fear, you really 
do not trust. Pray for the editors of 
all Christian publications. 











